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The RemoTe AReA PlAnning And develoPmenT BoARd (RAPAd) held The inAuguRAl 
ouTBAck AeRodRone SymPoSium in BARcAldine on 11-12 AuguST 2018.  

This symposium was conducted for a range of 
reasons given the dynamic pace at which drones 
are entering the everyday workplace. 

A key reason was to build capacity for our region 
and to provide information to the agriculture and 
local government sectors on integration of drones, 
through demonstrations and presentations from 
industry leaders.

Another significant reason for the symposium 
was the promotion of cWQ as a drone testing 
site which links with the RAPAd Strategic Plan, 
the digital Strategy and ARiP Projects and other 
initiatives (see page 11).   

it was also very much to demonstrate our region’s 
willingness to embrace the drone industry so both 
government and industry can see that the region 
may be a potential investment location for drone 
research and development activity. 

We want industry to know that outback Aerodrone 
is open for business and we are taking registrations 
now for drone testing in our region.

We WAnT induSTRy To knoW ThAT 
WWW.ouTBAckAeRodRone.com.Au 
iS oPen foR BuSineSS And We ARe 
TAking RegiSTRATionS noW foR 
dRone TeSTing in ouR Region.

11 - 12 August 2018
Barcaldine, Central West Queensland

Symposium 2018

RAPAD is proud to present a two-day 
symposium exposing our region to the latest 
in drone and data technology, and to launch 
Outback Aerodrone: RAPAD’s vision of a 
Centre of Excellence to position our region 
to be THE location to host national and 
global companies in BVLOS drone testing.

THE 
SKY’S 

THE LIMIT

OUTBACKAERODRONE.COM.AU

SAturdAy 11 AuguSt
Bus transfer from Barcaldine Airport (approx 9am) 
and pick up from accommodation (10.30am)

BARCALDINE VISITOR INFORMATION CENTRE

SuNdAy 12 AuguSt
Bus pick up from accommodation (8am) 

BARCALDINE VISITOR INFORMATION CENTRE

PROGRAM

RAPAD

Host venues: Barcaldine Visitor Information Centre (main street)
Gregory Park (15mins south of Barcaldine)

11am Registrations, trade show & morning tea

Welcome and speaker introductions 
followed by lunch

Bus transfer to GREGORy PARk
On-site drone demonstrations, guest 
speakers & drone racing.  
Bus transfer to accommodation.

6.30pm Symposium dinner.

8.30am Registrations, trade show & morning tea

9am Speaker sessions & trade show  
- drone, data & technology.

12.30pm Program concludes.

Bus transfer to Longreach Airport to 
coincide with BNE flight schedule. 

This event is proudly  supported by

outbackaerodrone #outbackaerodrone@obkaerodrone

https://www.outbackaerodrone.com.au/
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AnoTheR fiRST foR The Region

outbackaerodrone #outbackaerodrone@obkaerodrone

outbackaerodrone.com.au

Supported by Barcaldine Regional council, 
RAPAd’s outback Aerodrone Symposium 
(oAS) attracted more than 100 people with strong 
interest from locals, top industry presenters, as well 
as a Japanese business delegation of nine led by Trade & 
investment Queensland (TiQ). The Japanese delegation had 
attended the World of drones congress in Brisbane in the days 
preceding the oAS.  

We believe this is the first Japanese delegation of its kind to have visited our 
region. They were keen to see the wide-open spaces and the BvloS (beyond 
visual line of sight) demonstrations.  

While we take these open spaces for granted, the leaders from the drone industry are telling 
us that central West Queensland hits the mark with wide open skies, clear horizons and a 
collaborative mind-set as exactly what they are looking for in terms of testing facilities.  

Presenters and Japanese delegates arrive in Barcaldine on the 
Qantaslink plane Saturday morning.

We Believe ThiS iS 
The fiRST JAPAneSe 
delegATion of iTS kind 
To hAve viSiTed ouR 
Region.
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The oAS WAS hugely SucceSSful due To The exTenSive WoRk By The RAPAd TeAm, 
geTTing inTo unchARTeRed TeRRiToRy And eSTABliShing vAluABle neTWoRkS, 
foSTeRed Since mARch 2017 WiTh key dRone induSTRy leAdeRS.    

The program was packed with these key drone industry leaders exhibiting, demonstrating and presenting 
on the integration of drones into the agriculture and local government industries in particular.  it has 
set a benchmark for the future, delivering relevant information for our local industries, and connected 
locals to the right information, services and providers. 

SympoSium ACtivitieS:

• exhibitor displays
• Presentations by industry experts
• Symposium dinner
• Panel sessions at Symposium dinner
• Presentation topics and speakers included:
• introduction session from all presenters
• Putting ag drones to work - fiona lake
• Ready for the 4th revolution in Barcaldine - 

neil glentworth, gWi 
• getting the most from drone photography - 

fiona lake
• using drones for pest animal management 

(thermal imagery) - gus corlett, Skies eye 
drone Services

• drone capabilities - gary king, universal 
drone

• Technologies helping in wild dog 
management - outback Property Services

• Asset management - ninox Robotics

on Site demonStrAtionS At GreGory pArk 
inCluded:

• drone racing - Ace Aviation
• Beyond visual line of sight flight 

demonstration - Inistu Pacific
• first person drone goggles with drone 

demonstration - idS
• Products and advice - universal drones

The program with speaker and event schedule 
details starts at page 18.  
 

A graph depicting the program components the 
delegates found most interesting can be found 
on page 15.

RAPAd’s morgon gronold, david Arnold & kristine Arnold met 
with Pieter van Jaarsveld of idS at the Wod 2017.
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STATISTICS

21
exhiBiToR delegATeS 
RePReSenTing 

11
dRone & dATA 
comPAnieS 

57
fRom The  
RAPAd Region

37
fRom 
ouTSide 
The RAPAd 
Region

115 
ToTAl RegiSTRATionS

94
RegiSTeRed ATTendeeS

24%
Women 
ATTendeeS

76%
men 
ATTendeeS

10 JAPAn

11 BRiSBAne

1 QuilPie

1 chARleville

6 BlAckAll

4 iPSWich

1 TooWoomBA

2 hughenden

1 BouliA

3 AlPhA

3 emeRAld

20 BARcAldine

2 muTTABuRRA

BARcAldine
Town pop. approx. 1300

4 mAckAy

1 JundAh

19 longReAch

5 WinTon

4 
JAPAneSe comPAnieS 
RePReSenTed

6 BRiSBAne

1 TooWoomBA 1 mAckAy

1 ToWnSville

1 Sydney1 longReAch

Companies based in:

RAPAd’s morgon gronold, david Arnold & kristine Arnold met 
with Pieter van Jaarsveld of idS at the Wod 2017.
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ouTBAck AeRodRone SymPoSium WAS PRoudly SuPPoRTed By The BARcAldine RegionAl 
council AS Well AS Some funding fRom AdvAnce Qld And WAS oveR 12 monThS in 
PlAnning And iS A ReSulT of RAPAd QuieTly AdvocATing in ThiS induSTRy AReA Since 
mARch lAST yeAR When fiRST inTRoduced To dR cATheRine BAll By mARk SoWeRBy, Qld’S 
chief enTRePReneuR AT myRiAd.  

following several meetings with dr Ball and also with Scott duffy from cASA, this then started with 
some seriousness with RAPAd team attending the World of drones conference.  

Subsequent meetings ensued with dr catherine Ball, michael Schamburg, then dg of dSd, various dSd 
representatives, cASA and industry participants who we met at the conference.

Several key drone industry leaders were invited to the Westech innovation forum and presented on 
the current and future trends of unmanned aerial vehicles in agriculture and asset management in the 
RAPAd innovation Tent. 

cr Rob chandler – chair of RAPAd and mayor of Barcaldine Regional council opening the outback Aerodrone 
Symposium and welcoming delegates.

outback aerodrone 
SympoSium waS covered 
by media including:

the longreach leader
nQ register
morning bulletin
win news
post-event media releases.

read all media releases at 
outbackaerodrone.com.au RAPAd ceo, david Arnold with RAPAd chair, 

cr Rob chandler check out the exhibitors.  

https://www.northqueenslandregister.com.au/story/5447941/wq-bid-for-international-drone-mecca/
https://www.pressreader.com/australia/the-morning-bulletin/20180615/282557313915726
https://www.facebook.com/WINNewsCentralQueensland/videos/307375613370354/
https://www.outbackaerodrone.com.au/blog/2018/8/14/international-delegation-wowed-by-rapads-inaugural-outback-aerodrone-symposium
https://www.outbackaerodrone.com.au/blog/


6RAPAD Outback Aerodrone Symposium 2018 - Report

cr Rob chandler – chair of RAPAd and mayor of Barcaldine Regional council opening the outback Aerodrone 
Symposium and welcoming delegates.
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ouTBAck AeRodRone – oPen And ReAdy foR BuSineSS

RAPAd, through the outback Aerodrone website, will continue to promote the 
central West as a place with large, low-density populated areas to test drone 
technology and capability.  

This will be achieved by:
• promoting through a call to action, the minimum requirements for 

consideration as a suitable location /space to host drone testing ie 
properties, community air strips etc

• developing a data bank of suitable sites listing all features
• promoting the region nationally and internationally as a suitable 

location / space to host drone testing and capability studies
• offering a concierge service through www.outbackaerodrone.com.au to 

companies wishing to test drones in this region
• fostering short or long term relocation of companies to the region
• further developing and promoting a suite of Outbackhub locations 

across the region. (outbackhubs are Zoom Room enabled coworking 
spaces suitable for remote office activity and video connectivity for 
drone (and other) companies while testing in region).

outBACk Aerodrone 2019 

following on from the huge success of the inaugural outback Aerodrone 
Symposium, RAPAd will also host the event in 2019 with plans already 
commenced and a date claimer to go out once other drone conferences dates 
in Australia are finalised.

internAtionAl ConneCtionS 

continue to work with TiQ and councils to foster international interest and 
investment in the cWQ region.

WhAT’S The 
nexT phASe?
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AdvoCACy 

continue to advocate to State and federal government that cWQ’s outback 
Aerodrone is ‘open and ready for business’

reGionAl drone teChnoloGy inteGrAtion

facilitate discussions with RAPAd councils regarding the actions they can 
take immediately to support drone technology from a tourism, community, 
local government operational enhancement.

drone Centre of exCellenCe

Progress development of Drone Centre of Excellence as identified under 
RAPAd’s Smart central West digital Strategy. investigate the federal govt 
incubator funding to progress this.

hiGh Altitude, lArGe drone teStinG Zone

concurrent to this the Qld government undertook scoping studies last year 
identifying various locations throughout Qld, which may be suitable sites for 
high altitude, large drone activity. 

known as the Remote Piloted Aircraft Systems (RPAS) Study it was provided 
to dSd in 2017.  further business case scoping was undertaken by Pwc and 
is now with the Qld government.  

it is our belief that a site in longreach Regional council area along with a 
cloncurry site may be preferred locations.  

The Sky’s the Limit! 
in Central West Queensland
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viSion
A united regional organisation, 
proactively shaping and creating a 
prosperous future for the RAPAd region 
of outback Queensland.

miSSion
Through collaboration and innovation, 
support and empower the RAPAd 
region, its communities and people to 
realise their potential by:

RApAD STRATeGIC 
pLAn 2017-20

• Strengthening our regional 
narrative, identity, and diversity 
through exploring possibilities 
inclusively,

• developing leadership, skills and 
strategies to initiate, leverage and 
make the most of our regional 
communities capacities and 
assets,

• generating economic growth 
and resilience through digital 
innovation, entrepreneurship and 
enterprise,

• Strengthening links, local 
cooperative relationships and 
mutuality, with new thinking and 
working regionally,

• orienting and engaging local to 
global; creating new possibilities, 
pathways and partners.

teChnoloGy And the diGitAl eConomy
outcome: The digitalisation of the RAPAd region to 
be become a technologically ready region of choice, 
providing a rich and fulfilling life style and opportunities 
for business growth and success.

1
infrAStruCture And ServiCeS 

Leadership and Capacity Building
outcome: leading the region to capitalise on current 
assets and capabilities, to fundamentally transform its 
social, economic and professional potential.

2
eConomiC development

Tourism
outcome: The RAPAd region’s tourism industry grows 
and reaches its potential as a global destination.

Agriculture
outcome: grow jobs and achieve improvement in 
profitability for rural businesses through supporting 
traditional industries and fostering future agricultural 
opportunities across the region.

Innovation and Entrepreneurship
outcome: globally connected ecosystems; and 
provision of hard and soft infrastructure that fosters 
innovation, creativity and entrepreneurship across the 
RAPAd region.

3

inveStment AttrACtion

outcome: Actively seeking out and partnering with great 
companies and people who can make a real difference 
to our regional economy.

4
reGionAl nArrAtive
outcome: A regional narrative of ‘Team central West’ 
that embeds and demonstrates the region’s vision, 
values, culture and history, its strengths, and potential; 
and capacity to attract and support new and expanded 
investment opportunities. 

5
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SMART CenTRAL WeST DIGITAL STRATeGY

pAThfInDeR RepoRT ARIp pRoJeCT pLAn

The ‘Drone Centre of Excellence’ as identified in 
the Digital Strategy was identified as a RAPAD 
component of the outback ARiP application.  This 
was further detailed in the year 1 Project Activity 
Plan identifying as a Symposium to bring together 
drone companies, operators and enthusiasts. 
Strategy

other:

The symposium also draws on inspiration 
from RAPAds “Pathways to the future” project 
undertaken by Professor John cole from university 
of Southern Queensland’s institute for Resilient 
Regions <https://www.rapad.com.au/assets/
documents/Pathways-to-futures/RAPAd-cWQ-
Synthesis-Report-2016.pdf>

https://www.rapad.com.au/assets/Documents/Pathways-to-Futures/RAPAD-CWQ-Synthesis-Report-2016.pdf
https://www.rapad.com.au/assets/Documents/Pathways-to-Futures/RAPAD-CWQ-Synthesis-Report-2016.pdf
https://www.rapad.com.au/assets/Documents/Pathways-to-Futures/RAPAD-CWQ-Synthesis-Report-2016.pdf
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TeSTIMonIALS on ouTbACk 
AeRoDRone SYMpoSIuM

I loved the size of the event as 
sometimes you can be overwhelmed 
with too much info and people. 
This was perfect, as we all had 
time without pressure, to meet 
and greet and absorb each other’s 
contributions to the event.   

With the power of word of mouth 
and the time available to form 
strong bonds. I feel that you as a 
community, will have much more 
impact than a large event that is 
rushed and loses the warmth that 
was evident to us all. Excellent work 
to all involved. dd

I thoroughly enjoyed and found Aerodrone 2018 
highly valuable. Aerodrone 2018 played strongly 
to RAPAD's objective of developing and benefiting 
the Central West.

I must admit prior to attending we were not sure 
what to expect. But were pleasantly surprised.
It is a great credit to [RAPAD] with regard to the 
organisation. It was evident that a lot of work had 
gone into the planning and running the event.

We are an emerging tech start-up that is based 
firmly in the Central West. RAPAD have been 
tremendously supportive of what we are seeking 
to achieve, and I firmly believe that the RAPAD 
and our objectives are closely aligned.

Initiatives such as Aerodrone 2018 create 
momentum and opportunity. And this momentum 
and opportunity greatly assist ventures such as 
ours. And I would like to think that OPS in turn 
will create momentum and opportunity within 
the Central West. 

It is then beholdeth on us all to keep feeding and 
building this momentum for the betterment of the 
Central West.  AB

Splendid weekend, met some great 
people – thanks to all involved.  And 
thanks for the memento cup, love it! fl

Great to see this is being driven 
within the actual rural area. JB
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feeDbACk: SoCIAL MeDIA
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delegates and exhibitors received an electronic 
survey to complete, providing information on 
what worked well and what we need to focus on 
for 2019.  following are some survey statistics:

feeDbACk: SuRVeY ReSuLTS

WhAT moTivATed 
you To ATTend 
ouTBAck 
AeRodRone 
SymPoiSum? 

50%25% 75% 100%

use drones in business/
enterprise already

interested in using drones in 
business/enterprise

Related to work/position 
(eg local government, 

education)

Wanted to find out more 
about drones for recreation 

or photography

Wanted to find out more 
about data and technology 

options for business 

hoW likely ARe you To ATTend A 
SimilAR evenT AgAin in The fuTuRe? 

35%
exTRemely 

likely

12%
SomeWhAT 
likely

0%
noT So & 

noT likely 

53%
veRy likely

did you TRAvel fRom ouTSide 
of The RAPAd Region?

37
fRom 
ouTSide 
The RAPAd 
Region

57
fRom The  
RAPAd Region
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WhAT PART/S 
of The PRogAm 
did you find 
The moST 
inTeReSTing / 
RelevAnT?

50%25% 75% 100%

introduction session from all 
speakers during opening

Putting ag drones to work - 
fiona lake

gregory Park drone racing - 
Ace Aviation

gregory Park beyond 
visual line of sight flight 

demonstration - Inistu Pacific

gregory Park trying out 
drone goggles with drone 

demonstration - idS

Panel interviews at 
Symposium dinner

exhibitor displays

Ready for the 4th revolution 
in Barcaldine - 

neil glentworth, gWi 

getting the most from drone 
photography - fiona lake

using drones for pest animal 
management (thermal 

imagery) - gus corlett, Skies 
eye drone Services

drone capabilities - gary king, 
universal drone

Technologies helping in wild 
dog management - 

outback Property Services
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T H E  R E M O T E 
AREA Planning and 
Development Board’s 
i n a u g u r a l  O u t b a c k 
Aerodrone Symposium 
hosted more than 100 
people ,  inc luding a 
delegation of 10 from 
Japan, last week-end at 
Barcaldine.

RAPAD CEO David 
Arnold said the event 
attracted strong interest 
from locals and top 
industry presenters, as 
well as the Japanese 
business delegation led 
by Trade and Investment 
Queensland (TIQ).

“ T h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n 
numbers and calibre of 
speakers we had on the 
program was fantastic, but 
to also have international 
delegates attend our 
inaugural event was 
beyond expectation,” Mr 
Arnold said.  

“We’ve  had  great 
support from our speakers 
and exhibi tors  who 
travelled to Barcaldine 
under their own initiative. 
Feedback  has  been 
extremely positive, with 
one particular business 
venture to be established 
in the Central West now in 
the pipeline.

“ T h e  J a p a n e s e 

delegates, representing 
companies including 
Mitsubishi and leading 
drone group enRoute, 
was a great coup for the 
region. This is perhaps 
the fi rst time a Japanese 
delegation of this kind 
has visited our region,” he 
said.

“Working with TIQ 
Business Development 
M a n a g e r,  M e l i s s a 
Inooka, the delegates had 
identifi ed the opportunity 
to look at areas that would 
be of benefi t for investment 
and application in Japan, 
including our wide open 
spaces,  agricultural 
industry and responding 
to disasters.

“The delegates had a 
great experience and were 
treated to real Outback 
hospitality, including a 
tour of a sheep property, 
hosted by David Counsell 
on Dunblane, before they 
returned home.”

David Arnold said 
RAPAD would also be 
looking for expressions of 
interest from locals who 
are interested in using 
their property as a host 
drone testing venue in the 
future.

“We have leaders from 
the industry telling us 
what they are looking 
for in terms of testing 
facilities, and Central 
West Queensland hits 
the mark with wide open 
skies, clear horizons and a 
collaborative mind-set.

“We will be working 
with locals who meet 
requirements to harness 
this opportunity for their 
benefit and the greater 
benefi t of our region,” Mr 
Arnold said.

RAPAD Chair and 
Mayor of Barcaldine 
Regional Council, Cr Rob 
Chandler, said the event 

provided a real boost 
to Barcaldine and will 
continue to have an affect 
across the region into the 
future.

“Barcaldine Regional 
Council was proud to 
support and host this fi rst-
of-its-kind event. We know 
this is something we need 
to be looking at now, and 
I encourage landholders 
who are interested in 
connecting to hosting 
opportunities to jump 
on board and work with 
RAPAD,” Cr Chandler 
said.

“This event was the 
result of extensive work by 
the RAPAD team, getting 
into unchartered territory 
and establishing valuable 
networks. The program 
has set a benchmark for 
future delivery relevant 
for  our region,  and 
connected locals to the 
right information, services 
and providers.

“Through RAPAD, the 
seven councils of Central 
Western Queensland aim 
to enhance the technology 
and digital economy of our 
region.

“As the symposium 
program noted, ‘the sky’s 
the limit’, and this event 
certainly went beyond 
Council boundaries — 
and the outcome will 
always be a win for the 
RAPAD region, Outback 
Queensland and beyond.

“We’re proud to be 

leading the charge for 
regional Australia to 
put the power of these 
technologies within reach 
of our communities,” Cr 
Chandler said.

Outback Aerodrone 
Symposium 2018 was 
s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e 
Queensland Government 
t h r o u g h  A d v a n c e 
Queensland and the 
Barcaldine Regional 
C o u n c i l .  R A P A D 
gratefully acknowledges 
the support of presenters 
and exhibitors as well as 
the local community who 
provided services and 

support throughout the 
program.

Further information is 
available online at www.
outbackaerodrone.com.au

Page 8 — THE LONGREACH LEADER, Friday, August 17, 2018

Fiona Lakes talked about her experiences with 
drones as well as safety and technical information 
for people thinking about purchasing one. Fiona 
has been photographing the outback specialising 
in property work since the 1970’s. She has recently 
become an expert in drone photography to capture 
property work from different angles.

Left to right: Neil Glentworth, Morgan Gronold, Rob 
Chandler, Steven Boxall, and Brett Walsh.  

Gary King from Universal 
Drones in Toowoomba 
demonstrates different 
Drone technologies to the 
crowd at Gregory Park.

Tony O’Brian tries on the DJI Drone First Person 
View goggles.  Using head movements, the goggles 
move the drones camera and show the user what 
the drone can see.

The pilot of the fi xed wing drone sits in the back of a van fl ying the drone using 
realtime video from the drone and satellite maps to track his position. The drone 
requires at least two people to operate – the pilot and a ground crew.

Longreach CEO Ian Bodill and Longreach Deputy 
Mayor Leonie Nunn.

A fi xed wing drone take off at the start of the Gregory 
Park Exhibition.  Flown by Insitu Pacifi c.  Insitu is a 
global company. The drone pictured weighs 20kg 
and can cruise up to 16km at an altitude of 5000ft 
for 3.5 hours before needing to refuel.  It is required 
to be manned continually by a certifi ed pilot (as 
pictured at right).

Racing drone from Ace 
Aviation takes off as part 
of a demonstration.

PHOTOGRAPHS BY AARON SKINN

A speaker from Insitu Pacifi c explains the details of 
the drone to the crowd as it takes off.  The crowd 
was treated to real time video displayed on a tv 
outside the vans control center.

The crowd at Gregory Park Watching the Drone Racing presentation.

Outback Aerodrone takes region from
unchartered territory to new landscape
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11 - 12 August 2018
Barcaldine, Central West Queensland

Symposium 2018

RAPAD is proud Outback Aerodrone Symposium exposing our region to 
the latest in drone and data technology, and to launch Outback Aerodrone: 
RAPAD’s vision of a Centre of Excellence to position our region to be THE 
location to host national and global companies in BVLOS drone testing.

OUTBACKAERODRONE.COM.AU

RAPAD

This event is proudly  supported by

outbackaerodrone #outbackaerodrone@obkaerodrone

gUEsT spEAKERs & EXHIBITORs

ANDREW DONALD 
Director, Commercial Program - Insitu Pacific Limited 

Drew is the Director, Commercial Program at Insitu Pacific Limited, a Boeing Company, and is responsible for 
Insitu Pacific’s Commercial Unmanned and Autonomous Systems. 

In this role his key focus is to guide the effective development and efficient conduct of Insitu Pacific business, 
particularly in the growth and execution of new commercial business adjacencies. Prior to taking up this role, he 
was a Business Development Manager at Insitu Pacific Limited, responsible for formulating market strategies 
and developing Unmanned Aerial System (UAS) business opportunities in the Asia/Pacific region. The key focus 
was assisting military, civil and commercial entities in the establishment of effective UAS capabilities from the 
proven Insitu UAS portfolio. 

Prior to joining Insitu Pacific, Drew spent over 15 years working in the air traffic and maritime vessel surveillance 
domains in a variety of roles around the world and prior to embarking on his civilian career spent twenty years 
serving in the Australian Defence Force.

NEIL GLENTWORTH 
Founder, Executive Chairman of glentworth

Neil works with clients each day to solve the most complex of business problems through data and information.

Passionate about productivity at a macro level, Neil is an active advocate of economic growth and the creation 
of public value. He provides tangible advice to global technology companies and all levels of government with a 
focus on practical ways to leverage digital technology for social and economic gain.
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DID YOU KNOW?
CAsA launched the ‘Can I fly there?’ drone safety 

app in May 2017 to show operators where 
they can and can’t fly, as well as 

detailing the safety rules.

RAPAD

OUTBACKAERODRONE.COM.AU outbackaerodrone #outbackaerodrone@obkaerodrone

PIETER VAN JAARSVELD
CEO, IDs Australasia

IDS is a global company focused on a broad market sector delivering complex solutions to homeland security, 
defence, mining and now agriculture. 

IDS are entering the IoT industry and the first market is its sensors developed for the agriculture industry.

IDS Australasia is based in Brisbane and handles business in New Zealand and Papua New Guinea as well as in 
Australia.

IDS Australasia supports a full range of products and capabilities with unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) a 
particular area of expertise. There is great scope for UAVs combined with related systems in the field of smart 
agriculture. IDS Australasia is developing systems which combine the company’s capabilities to enable effective 
offerings in this area.

FIONA LAKE
Fiona Lake Photography

Fiona Lake is a professional photographer and writer known for her pioneering rural advocacy. Her multi-strand 
business includes book publishing, photography commissions and overseas farm tours. Earlier this year our 
Ambassador to the US, Joe Hockey, opened Fiona’s exhibition in Australia’s Washington DC Embassy.  

Fiona has won many awards over her three decade career and this year her Rural Drone Academy project was 
an AgriFutures Rural Women’s Award finalist. She was the first Australian to judge the International Federation 
of Agricultural Journalists annual photography award and in September she will be the first Australian presenter 
at America’s largest commercial drone expo, InterDrone.  

Fiona started taking aerial photographs in 1988 and is now one of just 16 Australian women who are fully 
licenced drone pilots. Fiona has been running workshops across rural Australia to help boost numbers as she 
sees many small business opportunities for residents. 

She is keen to point out that at present we have more female shearers than fully licenced female drone pilots - 
and this needs changing - as diverse industries are healthier.

DAN VOGELNEST
Co-founder & Technical Director, Ninox Robotics

Dan Vogelnest is the Co-Founder and Technical Director of Ninox Robotics, an Australian-owned and operated 
company that specialises in the application of military-grade unmanned aerial vehicles (UAV) or drones, for the 
purposes of invasive pest detection and management, infrastructure asset monitoring, bio-security intelligence 
and other agri-business purposes.
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DID YOU KNOW?
Australia now has more drone operator certificate 

holders than manned aviation
certificate holders. 

(Source: CASA)
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Originally from Rhodesia, Gus moved to Australia and was schooled in Toowoomba where he enjoyed the rural scene and 
has since been fascinated with country life. 

With an engineering background and hours of research on the impact of pest vertebrates, he decided to utilise a drone 
equipped with a thermal camera for locating these feral animals. Taking the plunge, Skies Eye Drone Services was formed 
and became a fully-fledged company in March 2016 after attaining the CASA required flying licensing and operational 
certification. 

Skies Eye Drone Services has to a degree pioneered the use of drones or UAV’s for feral animal management through 
extensive field trials on pigs, dogs, cats, foxes and deer. The experience and knowledge gained has pathed a way for us to 
implement a technique called DAGS (drone assisted ground shooting). 

GUS CORLETT
skies Eye Drone services

Joshua studied Robotic Engineering at Curtin University and has worked in the development of a wide range of technical 
innovations from process automation to wearables in neurology, giving him a solid background in both hardware and 
software development. 

He is now apart of the Farm Automation and Software Development Team at AWI, working on projects such as providing 
a solution to the connectivity problem using Microwave Dishes, the development of the Digibale Smart Tags and using 
Artificial Intelligence to increase productivity with making on farm decisions. 

Joshua started at AWI at the start of this year as he saw it as an opportunity to work in an exciting and growing industry that 
is full of possibility for Innovation.

JOSHUA MANZIE
Farm Automation & software Development, Australian Wool Innovation

TRADE & INVESTMENT QUEENSLAND
International delegation

TIQ is the Queensland Government’s dedicated global business agency, helping Queensland exporters take their 
products to world markets, and promoting Queensland as the perfect place for investment. RAPAD is pleased to 
welcome TIQ representatives together with international delegates for the inaugural Outback Aerodrone. 
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DID YOU KNOW?
In 2016, goldman sachs predicted a Us$100 

billion market opportunity for drones by 
2020. (Source: Qld Govt Drones Strategy)

FLY FREELY 
Drone services

FlyFreely is a powerful services platform enabling the safe and effective operation of drone flights for 
enterprises. It is the only company that comprehensively coordinates all of the training, aircraft, mission, data 
and approvals in one place.

Fly Freely navigates the complex and unblock barriers, making drone operations simpler and easier for 
business. They will mitigate your risk and help you fly freely.

OUTBACK PROPERTY SOLUTIONS
Drones for property management

The Outback Property Solutions team is working to help graziers protect their livestock by supplementing the 
successful cluster wild dog fencing solution. The team is developing a solution to predators including wild dogs 
in remote areas where it is difficult to maintain an effective wild dog fence.

ACE AVIATION 
Training Academy

We are on a mission to make drone flying accessible to everybody. Ace Aviation Aerospace Academy started 
mid 2016 to provide services and training for the remotely piloted unmanned area vehicle sector in Australia. 
Our journey begins with passion, interest and knowledge in this field derived from our founders with an Aviation 
background.

Kristine Arnold, RAPAD
0427 649 031  |  karnold@rapad.com.au

CONTACT US

Morgan Gronold, RAPAD
0448 739 759   |  mgronold@rapad.com.au
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conTAcT uS

outbackaerodrone@rapad.com.au
+61 (0) 427 649 031

The Sky’s the Limit! outBACkAerodrone.Com.Au


