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20 November 2017 

 

Cr Rob Chandler 

Chair 

RAPAD 

 

Via email 

 

Dear Rob, 

Thank you for your letter on the 4th of October outlining your 10 Point Policy Plan. 

At the upcoming election the KAP is only running in regional seats. Our policy priorities are focussed 

on supporting and developing regional communities. 

The KAP has delivered a number of outcomes in the 55th parliament to support communities and 

industry in regional Queensland including, 

- $77.9 million Rural Assistance and Drought Package, 

- $40 million Western Roads package, 

- Successful passage of the KAP Sugar Marketing Bill to give power back to growers, 

- Forcing an ethanol mandate through parliament, 

- Dredging of the Karumba Port, 

- A rural debt taskforce with a number of outcomes including an expanded assistance package 

and a range of education initiatives, 

- Introduction of a bill to establish a Rural Reconstruction Board. 

We expect that the upcoming election will result in a minority government with KAP holding 

significant influence. We will use any influence we are given to continue to push for better policy 

outcomes for regional Queensland. 

I apologise for the delay in our response. Unfortunately we are unable to provide detailed responses 

to everything you’ve requested however we are very supportive of RAPAD’s Plan and commit to 

working with you after the election to progress your initiatives.   

The table below outlines our position on each of your policies. 

RAPAD Policy KAP Response 

Growing Business and Community 
Digital connections. 

The KAP supports the establishment and continuation 
of programs that fund innovation, however, this 
innovation should focus on industries where regional 
Queensland has world leading strengths such as 
agriculture and mining. 
The KAP is a very strong supporter of better 
telecommunications infrastructure in regional 
Queensland. We have been able to secure a number of 
optic fibre roll-out and extensions into remote 
Queensland during the 55th parliament and we will 
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continue to push for further roll-outs through the next 
parliament. 

Securing Essential Infrastructure 
to Support Economic Growth and 
Community Wellbeing 

The KAP supports the initiatives proposed by RAPAD 
under this policy. In the 55th parliament we were able 
to secure a $40 million western roads package and we 
played a key role in the extension and continuation of 
the TIDS program. 
We have been extremely active in our criticism of 
major airlines and the major parties’ lack of action on 
airfares and rail charges. 
We encourage the initiation of a review into passenger 
and freight services however the review must include a 
commitment to action from the government.  

Helping Councils Manage Community 
Assets and Maintain Workforces 

The KAP supports a framework that enables better long 
term planning for rural and regional councils. 
We acknowledge the success of the Works for 
Queensland program and we will push for a dedicated 
allocative annual fund for maintenance and capital 
works. 

Protecting the Rural Economy The KAP supports the continuation of the co-
investment Queensland Feral Pest Initiative or a similar 
program enabling an expansion of the RAPAD Cluster 
Fencing Program by a further $10 million over four 
years, as well as increased funding and regionally 
coordinated control measures for prickly acacia and 
weeds of national significance. 
 

Growing Tourism to Diversify the 
Economy 

The KAP supports increased investment in regional 
tourism and greater collaboration between state and 
local government and the private sector. 

Focusing on a Renewable Energy 
Future 

The KAP supports investigation of opportunities for 
renewable energy in Western Queensland. Our policy 
objective is to support any technology or solution that 
can demonstrate a real reduction in electricity prices 
with no preference to either renewable or traditional 
forms of generation. 

Responding to the Economic and 
Personal Costs of Drought 

The KAP supports the continuation of drought relief 
initiatives. 
In the 55th parliament we were able to secure 
significant increases in drought relief funding including 
a $77.9 million Rural Assistance and Drought Package. 
We will use our influence in the next parliament to 
ensure further assistance measures are established. 

Implementing Stock Route 
Management Reform 

The KAP supports reform to the management of the 
state’s stock route network. 

Securing Healthy Aged Living Services 
for our Seniors 

The KAP supports greater collaboration by the state 
government in the identification and delivery of 
healthy aged living services in the home and 
community. 
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Developing World Class Health Services 
for Rural Communities 

The KAP supports greater collaboration by the state 
government in the identification and development of 
world class health standards in rural and regional 
communities. 

 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to respond. We look forward to working with you in the next 

parliament. 

 

Robbie Katter 

 

State Leader of the KAP 
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If elected this is the direction I will be voting; 
Striving to create a sustainable society, move away from burning fossil fuel and implement maximum 
use of finite resources. 
Protect our vital ground and surface water supplies. 
Maximum support for the renewable industry, spread the benefits through the community. 
A more compassionate society, seeking to improve the standard of living for those at the lower end of 
the socio-economic scale by having them engaged in the workplace. 
Bring in and improve on best global management and practice to all areas of the community like, 
health, education, road construction, rail, telecommunications, etc. 
I apologise for the brief reply but running as an Independent and campaigning creates a busy program. 
If elected I would be welcoming a representation from your organisation to discuss your plans. 
Regards 
Bruce Currie 
Independent Candidate for Gregory	  
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