
The Board has held three meetings this first quarter of 2023 including: two virtual
and one face-to-face on February 10, March 31, and February 27 – March 1
respectively. 

The face-to-face meeting was held in Winton where directors, councils and
RAPAD representatives, and guests had the opportunity to visit the Australian Age
of Dinosaurs and view the latest additions to this paleontologically significant and
magnificent tourism attraction. Across the meetings, the Board welcomed Ms Nikki
Boyd MP, Assistant Minister for Local Government; Kaitlin McInnes, Jonathon
Pavetto and Simon Smith, AEC; Scott Mason, LG Services; Ms Ann Leahy MP,
Member for Warrego & Shadow Minister for Local Government; Josh Dyke, LGAQ;
Sonya Cullen, the Dept of the Premier and Cabinet; Jess Jones, Local Buy; Duncan
Taylor, Country Universities Centre; Mick Allen, NBN; and Candice Vea Vea,
DSDILGP for the AEC consultation. Cr White and Cr Elliott from Winton Shire
Council also attended the Winton meeting. 
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The objects for which the Company
is established are:
(a) to support, facilitate, promote
and encourage the community,
environmental and economic
development of the region,
(b) to formulate, develop, facilitate,
maintain and implement, or cause
to be implemented, strategies,
policies and plans relating to the
objects in Rule 1.5(a),
(c) to advocate to, consult with,
and advise, relevant State and
Federal ministers and government
agencies on matters of regional
concern, and on the priorities of
such matters and the means to
ensure effective co-ordination and
implementation of the policies,
activities and programs of those
State and Federal agencies, and
(d) to facilitate, support,
implement, or cause to be
implemented, collaborative regional
discussion and associated desired
outcomes amongst, but not limited,
to members.

Source: RAPAD constitution
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A united organisation,
with a powerful voice
for our region and
capacity to deliver
initiatives that shape
and create a
prosperous future for
the RAPAD region of
Outback Queensland.



The Board took part in a consultation with
AEC who were conducting a high-level
tourism and supply chain opportunities
assessment relating to the 2032 Brisbane
Olympics. RAPAD is linking in with our
Western Queensland  Alliance of Councils
(WQAC) partners, the SWQROC and
NWQROC in this initial scoping paper. 

The Board heard from the Mayors and
CEOs from Barcoo and Boulia regarding
recent letters they had received from the
State in relation to gravel pits and the
upcoming lack of access. This will
potentially impact many if not all council’s
road maintenance costs detrimentally. The
matter had been forwarded up to LGAQ for
action given it could become a state wide
issue, and discussions had commenced
with the relevant departments.

The Board heard from Ann Prince, Debra
Mackeen and Kylie Hughes regarding the
commencement and consultation process
regarding the Regional Waste
Management Strategy development,
hearing the on-site visits will commence
very soon. The RWM Strategy development
is funded through the Department of
Environment and Science.

a $15,000 support request from Blue Light Shearing in support of a wool handling training initiative
being held in Central West Qld. In support of the request the Board considered several factors including
the value of the wool industry to the region, the present and growing need amongst the sheep and wool
industry for skilled labour, the growth of the industry given exclusion fencing, favourable weather, the
training opportunities for youth and under and unemployed, 
that AEC be appointed to undertake the Water for Economic Development study funded through the
Department of State Development, Infrastructure Local Government and Plannings Remote Area Board
(RAB) funding program.

Across the meetings the Board received and or endorsed monthly 22-23 YTD operating financial
statements, noting there were no extraordinary operational or strategic budget matters to report. The
Board also noted a range of other operational, financial, legal and risk matters in the normal course of
business along with RAPAD Skilling operational updates.  

The Board also received and endorsed: 

The Board considered a preliminary report
prepared by LG Services and received an
update on the potential for bulk fuel
purchasing across the RAPAD councils. 

BOARD MEETINGS CONT: 

The Winton meeting was also the venue for the
quarterly meetings of the RAPAD Regional Water
and Sewerage Alliance, the Outback Regional
Roads and Transport Group and the Central West
Regional Pest Management Group.
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ITEMS ACROSS THE THREE RAPAD MEETINGS INCLUDED:

Finance, Legal, Risk

Other
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The Board heard from the CEO regarding
the planning for the September WQAC
Assembly to be held in Winton in
September. The CEO is chairing the
planning committee.Mick Allen from NBN provided an update on

NBN matters, upcoming funding, and the
recently completed regional and council
area specific digital plans.



Cr Martin & J.Dyke from LGAQ, addressed
the Board regarding LGAQ and LGAQ policy
executive items. 

Jess Jones addressed the meeting
regarding bulk fuel procurement and
current PEAK, Local Buy arrangements and
took feedback from directors on their views
on current PEAK, Local Buy issues.
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The Board heard again from Duncan Taylor from
Country Universities Centre in relation to a potential
RAPAD region Regional University Centre. Duncan
spoke to the Board on potential governance models for
a new entity and advisory groups at the local level.
Duncan planned to visit in late April to view possible
venues for local centres and this will support the
development of a business case.

First Nations Treaty,
Crime and recidivist youth crime; requires a
community and government approach,
Electoral expenditure caps in the local government
sector,
The OIA review and recommendations
implementation progress,
The financial sustainability review implementation,
and methodology review finalisation,
Advocating to Canberra to increase the grants pool
overall,
Building Our Regions Rd 6 – Water and associated
infrastructure,
Local Grants and Subsidies Program, and
W4Q continuing into the future and that they were
currently in discussions with LGAQ,

Assistant Minister for Local Government, Nikki Boyd
MP attended the Winton meeting. 

The Assistant Minister spoke to:

Several issues were raised with the Assistant Minister
being RAB funding and RAPADs concerns this was
ending, water infrastructure funding and the 2024 local
government elections. The Chair took the opportunity
to thank the Government for recent housing funding
across the region and also impressed the importance
of Weeds of National Significance funding.
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Jonathon Pavetto from AEC addressed the
Winton meeting on the Water for Economic
Development project approach and
undertook initial consultation with the
Board. Cr Martin spoke on the alignment of
this project and the remote guardians,
policy executive focus on water and recent
meetings with the Deputy Premier and
G.Fraine.



CWQ HR Alliance and Attraction and Retention projects: During the Winton meeting, M. Gronold
facilitated a joint virtual meeting of the seven councils staff from across the HR, community services
and economic development areas. 

During this meeting they were joined by Tatiana Sinha from SEEK and Liza Cameron from Western
Game Processing who spoke on the Pacific Australia Labour Mobility scheme.

The planned WQAC Ministerial
deputations occurring in the week of 6/3,
with the Deputy Premier, Minister Bailey
and Enoch, and federally, Ministers
McBain & Chisolm and senior advisers
from Ministers Butler and Rowlands
offices,
Housing and the status of the Local
Housing Action Plans,
Letters of support for two Longreach
Pastoral College tenders, noting RAPAD
only received the two requests,
The status of the DCQ RAPAD MoU and its
application,
The history of Central Qld Rail Alliance
and current issues specifically for CWQ.
There was discussion on the need for
someone to Chair this informal alliance
and Cr Rayner agreed to take on the task.

Across the meetings the CEO provided
updates on:

Valuations, and encouraged
revaluation if concerns were arising,
Regional Australia Institute Childcare
Study, 
The OIA report and recommendations
and that the opposition was calling on
Government to give 3mth updates so
recommendations can be monitored,
The reforms regarding the COI laws,
and 
Electoral cap legislation.

At the March 31 meeting the Board
welcomed Ms Ann Leahy MP, member for
Warrego and Shadow Minister for Local
Government who spoke to:
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For individual and business training needs,
contact the team at RAPAD Skilling.

CENTRAL WEST QUEENSLAND'S OWN
REGISTERED TRAINING PROVIDER

The Board's upcoming meetings for quarter
two are planned for May 5, and May 23 and 24

in Longreach.



Further detail can be provided by contacting
the CEO, David Arnold on 0428 583 301.



Information:

RAPAD – www.rapad.com.au
RFCSNQ – www.rfcsnq.com.au 

RAPAD Skilling – www.rapadskilling.com.au 




